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EDUCATION

Every parent in America has the right to know
that when he or she goes to work, their children will
be taught by well trained teachers in decent schools
equipped with modern technology in classrooms small
and orderly enough to allow teachers to give students
the attention they need to succeed. Many of you have
told me that education is your number one priority.
As the highest ranking Minority Member of the Ap-
propriations Committee, I share that priority. And, as
one of the key negotiators on the education budget I
will be pushing for the following education initiatives
this year:

TEACHER TRAINING: The most important ele-
ment in a decent education is well trained teachers.
One out of 10 teachers don’t teach the subject they
were trained to teach. And four out of five don’t feel
prepared to give students the kind of skills they need.
That is why we need a strong effort to upgrade teacher
training to make sure every classroom has a first rate
instructor.

SMALLER CLASS SIZES: To make classes more
manageable and create a better learning atmosphere, we are pushing to put an additional 100,000 teachers in
classrooms around the country to improve student performance.

Congressman Obey, who is the highest ranking
Minority Member the Labor, Health and Human
Services and Education Appropriations Committee
and Congressman John Porter, the Chairman of that
committee, watch along with Vice President Al Gore,
Labor Secretary Alexis Herman and Education Sec-
retary Richard Riley as the President signs the
Education Appropriations Bill.

SAFE SCHOOLS: Too many of our schools are broken down and in need of repair. It is imperative that we
make our schools safe and equip them to handle 21st century technology.

MODERN TECHNOLOGY: The computer has changed the way our country works. Every school needs to
be equipped with modern computer technology so students can feel comfortable using these kinds of tools.

SPECIAL EDUCATION: The federal government has told local schools they must promise to give all
children a good education, including those with learning disabilities. It should also help those schools meet
that obligation so less of the burden falls on our local taxpayers.

FAMILY INVOLVEMENT: Children are much more successful in schools when teachers and parents work
together to provide the personal attention and discipline needed to fulfill high expectations for student perfor-
mance. The federal government cannot control that but it can help to familiarize local school districts with
research that helps show how schools can get parents more involved in their students education.

FIGHTING FOR FAIRNESS IN PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING

The rising cost of prescription drugs is quickly becoming one of the biggest problems faced by
seniors in this country. In my travels around the 7th district, many seniors have told me that they pay up
to $6,000 a year for prescription medication. Some have to choose between paying for prescription
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The second showed that Seniors in the 7th dis-
trict pay 81% more for prescription drugs than
consumers in Mexico or Canada.

Chart compares what seniors in the 7th district pay for the top five most used
prescription drugs to what prescription drug companies favorite customers like
large HMO’s and the Veterans’s pay for prescription drugs.

PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS UNDER
MEDICARE

That’s why, I am pushing to include a prescription
drug benefit under Medicare for every senior. I am also
pushing for legislation which would require prescrip-
tion drug companies to give Medicare recipients the same
price for prescription drugs that they give to their favorite
customers like large HMO’s and government health
plans.

Congressman Obey meets with seniors from the
Wausau area to talk about the challenges they
face in paying for prescription drugs.

As this newsletter is being written, both issues are pending in the House and face heavy resistance. I hope
by the time the budget is passed in October, the problem will be fixed on both fronts.

Sincerely,

7,../,6@5



